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A NOTE FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD  

OF FINE, PERFORMING AND PRACTICAL ARTS 

Kenneth Hess 

Our music education and 
performing arts teachers are deep 
into another wonderful year with 
all our performing arts students. In 
the 2016-2017 school year I was 
pleased to see, among many 
accomplishments, forty-seven 
elementary school students and 
twelve middle school students 
accepted into county, regional, and 
all-state honor ensembles, our high 
school marching band win at state 
and national championships, and a 
beautiful production of the classic 
Broadway show, The Sound of 
Music, by our high school music 
and drama departments.  

I wish to acknowledge our 
dedicated faculty for their hard 
work and guidance in preparing 

our students for all their musical 
and theatrical endeavors. It is 
truly a pleasure to count these 
tremendous professionals as my 
colleagues.  

This year’s newsletter is a little 
different - it is comprised of our 
students interviewing our 
teachers. The questions are theirs, 
and our teachers had a blast  
answering them!  

As always, I urge everyone to 
become a member of the Music 
Boosters to show your support for 
the performing arts, for your 
school community, and for your 
children. Let’s continue to work 
together and make this another 
outstanding school year! 

Supporting Excellence in Music and Music Education      Visit our website www.npmusicboosters.org  
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pop music. When I got into college 
my professors exposed me to the 
concept of Classical music, 
Romantic music, and 20th century 
concert music and that's when 
everything just opened up for me. 
The exposure to all these different 
styles helped me consider the world 
more broadly and I realized that I 
loved a lot of different types of 
music. 

Q. Was there a specific teacher 
that inspired you to want to teach 
music? 

Yes, and actually she wasn't a music 
teacher. It was my third grade 
classroom teacher who happened to 
play piano and had us sing in class. 
Her name was Mrs. Yerger and I 
wrote about her in last years Music 
Boosters Newsletter. Afterwards, I 
went to check and see when she had 
passed away (because she was quite 
old when she was my teacher) and to 
my surprise, she is still alive. She is 
102 years old! I went to visit her last 
fall and again in the spring and 

shared my memories of how she'd play 
piano and we'd sing. 

Q. Did she make you want to teach 
elementary school? 

When most people go into music 
education in college, they go in with 
the idea of what they most recently did. 
So, most music majors think they’ll be 
teaching high school band, chorus or 
orchestra. I felt the same way until 
after I did my student teaching. At that 
point I thought that maybe my calling 
was teaching middle school, so I taught 
middle school for two years - that 
really wasn’t for me. (I actually enjoy 
that age much more now than I did 
back then.) When I went back to do my 
graduate work, I did studies in the 
young voice and I thought, well, maybe 
that’s my niche. My first job as an 
elementary school teacher was in New 
Providence, and I’ve been doing it for 
almost 22 years. I’ve taught all 
different age levels; finding what 
worked for me was an evolution.    

(cont’d on page 3) 

An Interview With Kenneth Hess - AWR Vocal Music and Department Head 

by Ritika Sidhartha and Troy Droussiotis,  

Q. Who was your 
favorite music artist 
growing up and did 
they inspire your 
love for music? 

That's a good question! Well, 
what inspired my love of music 
was probably when I started 
taking piano lessons. My 
grandmother had a piano in her 
house, but she never played it. 
When I asked her why, she said it 
was because she had arthritis. So 
when I was in first grade, I sat 
down at the piano, she showed me 
a music book, and I figured some 
stuff out. Then, because she 
couldn't play anymore, the piano 
was moved to my house and I 
started taking lessons. There was 
self-initiative there; it was 
something I wanted to do, 
something I wanted to try. Now as 
far as the artist goes, like anyone 
else in my generation I listened to 
the radio. I grew up in the 70s and 
the 80s so, you know, a lot of 
disco. My favorite artist in the 80s 
was probably Eurythmics. I loved 

This Year’s Events 

 
2017 
 
November 17 & 18 - 7:30 p.m. 
    Mother Hicks by Suzan Zeder 
        High School Drama Dept. 
 
November 29—7:30 p.m. 
    NPMS Autumn Concert 
 
December 5—7:30 p.m. 
    Allen W. Roberts Winter  
      Concert  
 
December 6—7:30 p.m. 
    Salt Brook Winter Concert 
 
December 13—7:30 p.m. 
    NPHS Holiday Concert 
 
2018 
 
January 16 & 17—7 p.m. 
    NPHS Vocal Recitals 
 
January 23—7 p.m. 
    Music Boosters Meeting 
     High School Music Wing 

     
February 6—7:30 p.m. 
     AWR/SB 4th Grade Beginner  
       Instrument Concert 
  
March 9 & 10 
     The Addams Family 
          High School Drama Dept. 
 
March 12—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 
           High School Music Wing 
 
March 21—6:45 p.m. 
     Ice Cream Social  
         Grades 5-8 
         NPHS Auditorium/Cafeteria 
 
April 4—7 p.m. 
      Middle School Band 

Instrumental Recital 
        NPHS Auditorium 
 
April 5—7 p.m. 
       High School Strings Recital 
        NPHS Auditorium 
 
April 25—7 p.m. 
    Music Boosters Meeting 
     High School Music Wing 

 
May 8-9—7 p.m. 
     High School Vocal Recitals 
        NPHS Cafeteria 
 
May 15—7 and 8:15 p.m. 
     AWR Vocal Concerts 
        NPHS Auditorium 
 
May 23—7:30 p.m. 
      High School Instrumental     
 Concert 
         NPHS Auditorium 
 
May 24—7:30 p.m. 
       High School Choral Recital 
 NPHS Auditorium 
 
May 30—7 and 8:15 p.m. 
     SB Vocal Concerts 
         NPHS Auditorium 
 
June 15—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Annual Meeting 
      TBD 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

David M. Miceli, Ed.D. 

Welcome back to 
the 2017-18 school 
year!   

It is my pleasure to 
congratulate the Music 
E d u c a t i o n  a n d 

Performing Arts Department on the 
NAMM Foundation designation as “Best 
Community for Music Education” for the 
fifth year in a row.  This recognition 
represents the community’s passion and 
support for the arts, and the tireless 
efforts of our students and staff.  We look 
forward to their continued success. 

 This year’s High School Marching 
Band’s themed show was called Seas the 
Day, with “water” as a unifying theme.  
They had a great competitive season 
with a first place finish at the Somerville 
competition and a Best Color Guard 
award at Nationals. 
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 This year’s fall play was--Mother Hicks-
-set in the Great Depression.  The cast 
had a Skype workshop with the 
playwright!  Performances were on 
November 17th and 18th. 

 Our much anticipated autumn/winter 
concerts are once again scheduled for 
late November through December.  
These concerts will highlight the 
various ensembles from each of our 
four schools. 

 This spring, we are excited to present 
The Addams Family, a recent musical 
based on the classic single-panel comic 
strip and television show that satirizes 
the concept of the ideal 20th century 
family.  Performances will be on 
Friday, March 9th, at 7:30, and 
Saturday, March 10th, at 2:00 pm and 
7:30 pm. In the High School 
Auditorium 

 Visit us on the web at www.npmusicboosters.org                           The Cut Times 

 I would like to congratulate and thank 
all of our Music Education and 
Performing Arts staff for their 
contributions, which have benefited 
our students and district.  I also want 
to take this opportunity to thank our 
Board of Education, the Music 
Boosters, parents, and community for 
their ongoing support of our music 
programs.  

 Please continue to visit our district 
webs i t e  to  access  addi t iona l 
information and photo galleries from 
the Music Education and Performing 
Arts Department.  As we continue 
with our school year, I look forward to 
all of the magical performances ahead, 
and wish everyone an exciting and 
fulfilling year. 

Q. Where did you go to college? 

I went to Mansfield University in 
Pennsylvania for my undergrad 
degree, and then I went back to do 
graduate work because they offered 
me an assistantship; so I got my 
masters degree in music education 
for free! Since then I’ve been taking 
graduate courses in many different 
places all over the country. I’ve 
spent many summers in workshops 
learning from people who are at the 
top of their field.   

Q. Did you do any other job prior 
to being a music teacher? 

I worked at Wendy’s and then at 
Friendly’s. I also worked as a 
cashier at a craft shop for one 
summer in college. Scooping ice 
cream at Friendly’s is not as easy a 
job as some may assume - your 
scooping arm gets quite a work-out.. 

Q. Do you enjoy teaching more 
than working at Friendly’s? 

Well, who doesn’t love Friendly’s? 
No, I feel like New Providence has 
been the nicest place in which to 
teach with the strongest program 

and support for the arts compared to 
where I’ve taught before, so for me 
teaching is definitely more 
gratifying than the fast food 
industry. 

Q. If you weren’t teaching music 
where would you be. 

If I were not teaching music, I could 
possibly be an English teacher. I 
love reading and literature and I’ve 
always been pretty good at spelling. 
Also (and people think I’m weird 
when I say this), I enjoy paperwork, 
organization, and logistical tasks, so 
I could see myself working in an 
office. Sometimes people complain 
about the paperwork that comes 
with being a department head, but 
that doesn’t bother me. 

Q. How long have you been 
department head? 

Since 2007, so this is my 11th year. 
The first 3 years I was department 
head for music and performing arts 
only; then in 2010 we had a budget 
crisis, and that's when I started 
managing for the art, home 
economics and industrial arts 

departments as well. Overall it’s 
been a lot of fun. 

Q. If you could play one musical 
instrument for the rest of your life 
what would it be? 

If this includes my major 
instrument, then I would play the 
piano because that has always been 
my favorite. If it doesn’t include 
piano, then I’d play the oboe or the 
cello. I know only the basics 
because we needed to learn how to 
play all the instruments at a basic 
level in college (at one point I knew 
how to play a mean “Hot Crossed 
Buns”), but I’ve always loved those 
instruments. 

Pictured:  Mr. Hess with interviewers 

Ritika Sidhartha and Troy Droussiotis 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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News from the Middle School & Elementary Band Halls 

What was the first instrument you 

learned to play? 

The very first instrument I learned to 

play was the bells in general music 

class. We did not have recorder class 

in my school district like New 

Providence does! The first band 

instrument that I learned to play was the saxophone. I have 

since stuck with the saxophone and loved every moment of 

playing it! 

What is the most rewarding part of being a band director? 

What is the hardest part? 

The most rewarding part of being a band director is 

watching students progress. Being able to witness the 

“lightbulb moment” for students is inspiring. One of the 

hardest parts of being a band director is having to say 

goodbye to students. I always form a bond with my 

students and it is tough to have them leave but I know they 

are reaching that next level of excellence when they do. 

Why did you start playing the instrument you did? 

I started to play the saxophone because I liked how it fit 

into different types of music like jazz and rock and 

classical. It seemed like a more challenging instrument 

because of all of the keys. 

What is the hardest part about teaching beginners how to 

play an instrument? Is it easier or harder than most people 

think? 

The hardest part about teaching beginners how to play an 

instrument is the patience that is necessary. As a director, 

it is easy for us to say do this and it will work. Every student 

is different and may take longer to figure out what it takes 

for them. It is a process and takes time. I think most 

people think that you can push a button down and the 

sound comes out. While this may be true for many 

instruments, it is the technique that really needs to be taught correctly in order to produce a proper sound. 

What have the students seemed to enjoy most about music when they are in the elementary school band? 

The students seem to enjoy making music with each other. It is awesome to see them work together to make the 

ensemble as a whole better. It helps when the music is interesting to them and challenges them. 

 

What made you decide to become a Band Director? 

I started playing the saxophone in 4th grade and loved every second of it. In 8th grade, I broke my elbow and could not 

play so I didn’t continue to play in high school. During my junior year of high school I took a music theory class with the 

new band director. He encouraged me to pick up the saxophone again so I rejoined band. Being immersed in a culture of 

teamwork was like nothing I had experienced before. The director inspired us to be better musicians but most importantly 

better people. I decided that I wanted to inspire students like my director inspired me and have worked to do so everyday 

since. 

This interview was conducted by 
the elementary schools band stu-
dents. These students wanted to 
know just what was in store for them when they 
continue their participation in Band when in Mid-
dle School. (The interviewers are collectively listed 
as ESS for Elementary School Students.) 

ESS: When are the rehearsals held? 

Rehearsals are every day, and during the regular 
school day! Yay!! 

Are you a strict teacher? 

Yes and no. I like to make rehearsals fun and I like 
to be entertaining, but at the same time keeping 
rehearsals serious enough that we get done what 
we need to improve on! 

What other ensembles are offered at the 
middle school? 

In addition to concert band, we also have the jazz 
band at the middle school. Outside of band, we 
have the orchestra, chorus, and boys and girls en-
semble. 

What instrument do you play? 

My primary instrument is saxophone, although I 
originally began my music career on Piano. I also 
had to learn all the band instruments while I was 
in college. 

What is your favorite Star Wars quote? 

"Do. Or do not. There is no try." - Yoda 

Looking Back (and Forward)  

Ms. Kreitz Talks with High School Band 

Members 

An Interview with Mr. Voelker: 

Inspiring Future Middle School 

Band Members! 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Q. What was the first instrument you 
learned to play?  A. The trumpet. 
 
Q. Why did you start playing the trumpet?  
A. Because that’s the instrument my babysitter played. 
True story. 
 
Q. What's your second favorite instrument? 
A. That’s a tough question. I like trombone and saxophone 
a lot too. 
 
Q. What question would you ask your Elementary Band 
Director NOW about his job?  
A. Honestly I think I would ask him how he put up with 
me. His name is Charlie Brown. Yes, really. The other 
trumpet players and I were all good players but we usually 
clowned around a bit. 
 
Q What inspired you to become a music teacher? What 
do you think is so important about music in elementary 
schools? 
 A. I guess for me it was working with some of  the young-
er students while I was still in school. I liked being able to 
make them better and see the recognition on their face 
when they grasped a concept. I think one of  the most im-
portant lessons students can learn in elementary school 
music is long term success. As a society we are always look-
ing for instant gratification and a quick fix. That doesn’t 
happen in music. Developing proficiency on an instrument 
takes time. Those things can’t and don’t happen in a week.  
 
Q. How long does it take usually to teach your students 
the basics of  an instrument?  
A. Learning the basics happens fairly quickly. Mastering an 
instrument, however, takes a lifetime. 
 
Q.  Is the percussion section still excessively large, then 
goes down to four people?  
A. The percussion section is large this year but that’s be-
cause people don’t leave. Usually the students that don’t 
continue are students whose choice of  instrument was dif-
ferent from the one for which they were recommended. 
That’s especially true with percussion. Some parents think 
just because their son/daughter bangs on things all the 
time they should be a drummer. By that same logic there 
should be a lot of  carpenters and roofers. They bang on 
things all the time. 
 
Q. What is it like watching students progress musical-
ly?  Is it different than normal growth in intelligence?  
A. Astounding is the best word I can use to describe it. I 
think especially at the elementary level the growth is so 
rapid and obvious that it’s hard to remember what they 
sounded like from the beginning of  the year. 
 

Q. What is the most rewarding part of  being a band direc-
tor? What is the hardest part?  
A. The most rewarding part for me now is hearing my former 
students from Salt Brook perform in High School band. The 
hardest part is watching my great 6th grade musicians leave 
every year. 
 
Q. If  you had to change one part of  the program (to try to 
keep more kids in the program or get more kids in the 
programs), what would you change?  
A. I wish we could have band everyday during the school day 
for at least 5th and 6th grade. 
 
Q. Why did you decide to teach music at an elementary 
school?  
A. I used to teach high school and I wanted to do something a 
bit different. Where I was teaching high school they didn’t 
have a strong program in the elementary school so I wanted 
to go somewhere that I could help students be musically 
strong to enter the upper grades. 
 
Q. What is the hardest part about teaching beginners how 
to play an instrument? Is it easier or harder than most 
people think?  
A. Getting a sound on many instruments is difficult. Also try-
ing to explain that ALL the instruments are hard work, one is 
not really easier than another. 
 
Q. How do you prepare students for higher level band?  
A. I try to make sure they have good note reading and rhythm 
skills and good basic habits on their instrument. 
 
Q. What are the benefits of  music you have personally 
seen in students you have taught? 
A. The ability to stop and think the problem through.  
 
Q. If  you saw a high school band student that you had 
years ago, how much about them would you remember? 
A. I’m not like Mr. N. He can remember someone's entire fami-
ly tree but it depends on the student. Some stand out for their 
musicianship, some for their personality, and some for how 
incredibly hard they worked. 
 
Q. What have the students seemed to enjoy most about 
music when they are in the elementary school band? 
A. I think most would say the friendships and realizing that all 
the hard work can result in an amazing performance that can’t 
be replicated by anything else. 
 

An Interview with Mr. Baker 
By High School Band Members 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Mr. Niedziejko Gives His Views 

An Interview with Mr. N by Middle School Band Students  

requisite.  Band and Orchestra students must audition 
and be accepted into their respective region level 
ensemble to be eligible to audition for All-State Band 
or Orchestra.  There is also an opportunity for Region 
Jazz Ensemble and region Jazz Choir. 

MSBS: Are you required to be a member of the 
concert band to be in marching band?  

A. Concert Band students must participate in 
Marching Band as it is curricular for the first Marking 
Period.   It is also a fantastic activity for kids if 
structured in the best interest of the student which is 
what we try to do here.  It enables the student to 
experience music in a physical rhythmic way 
consistent with many proven ideologies and 
pedagogical constructs involving music education.  It 
also encourages responsibility, time management, 
discipline and perseverance. 

MSBS: What is your favorite part about teaching 
high school band? 

My favorite part about my job is making music 
together with adolescent students from a variety of 
different backgrounds and capabilities, but coming 
together to make something beautifully meaningful 
and memorable.  It is also that moment when a 
student pushes the limits of what they think they are 
capable of and achieves far greater than they thought 
initially possible of themselves - THAT is cool! 

MSBS: Why did you want to become a music 
teacher? 

I did not initially want to become a music teacher.  I 
wanted to be a mechanical engineer like my father.  
When I realized that engineering was not for me, my 
grandfather, who was a fine musician and owned his 
own music store in West Virginia, inspired me to 
choose my current path of being a music teacher.  

MSBS: Is it possible to 
participate in multiple 
performing groups at the high 

school? 

A. Yes, it is.  We of course have all of the 
curricular ensembles, Band, Choir and 
Orchestra, inside of the context of the school 
day, but we also have other opportunities to get 
involved outside of school such as Select Choir, 
Swinging Strings, Jazz Band, the Musical and 
Marching Band. 

MSBS: What co-curricular music groups are 
offered at the high school? 

A. We have Select Choir that consists of a Men’s 
Chorus, a Women’s Chorus, a select combined 
chorus and a Jazz Choir.  We also have a string 
ensemble called Swinging Strings that is taught 
by Mrs. Briceno that meets on Monday Nights 
that plays more contemporary, jazz and pop 
selections as well as some lighter classical 
repertoire.  We also have Jazz Ensemble which 
begins in November after Marching Band ends.  
Marching Band is also a co-curricular offering 
that begins in August and continues throughout 
the Fall to around Thanksgiving.  In addition we 
have a Pit Orchestra each Winter and Spring that 
plays the orchestration for the High School 
Musical each year.  They meet one night per 
week beginning in January culminating in 
production week in mid-March. 

MSBS:  When does the concert band meet for 
rehearsals? 

A. Concert Band is a curricular class/ensemble 
and meets each day during school depending on 
a student’s schedule.  Band can be taken 5 days 
a week without honors science or 3 days a week 
with honors science.  It also may be taken in 
conjunction with either Choir or Orchestra as well 
meeting essentially every other day between 2 of 
the 3 ensembles.  

MSBS: What other outside of school 
ensembles are offered to high school 
students? 

A. Students have the opportunity to audition for 
region Band, Chorus and Orchestra and may be 
selected by that audition.  Choir students may 
audition as well for All-State without any pre-

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Nick: How many years have you 
been directing shows at NPHS? 
 
Mr. Duke: 18 years 
 
Nick: What are your top three 
favorite musicals? 
 
Mr. Duke: Les Miserables, 
Urinetown, Into The Woods 
 
Nick: What is your favorite show 
you've directed? 
 
Mr. Duke: I have many! The first 
show I ever directed in college 
was a comedy called ‘dentity 
Crisis and it gave me a good 
sense of what it meant to be a 
director.  I also really enjoyed 
working on the musical comedy 
Murders of 1940, which was so 
fun, I’ve done it twice!  
 
Our Town is one of my all-time 
favorite plays I have ever done. I 
used it as part of my college 
thesis, I played the Stage 
Manager when we did it here at 
NPHS and really enjoyed actually 
being in the show with our 
students, and I got to see Paul 
Newman in a Broadway 
production of it several years 
ago, which was a real highlight 
for me. 
 
Nick:What made you want to 
start teaching drama? 
 
Mr. Duke: I got into drama when 
I was in high school and in 
college I continued to do drama 
both acting and directing, 
working with friends and finding 
ways to be in as many shows as I 
could. I  never seriously 
c o n s i d e r e d  b e c o m i n g  a 
professional actor, but I really 
enjoyed directing and felt I could 
have a career in education and 

direct both in and out of school, 
so that’s pretty much what I’ve 
done. 
 
Nick: If you could compare 
yourself to any characters in past 
shows, who would you pick? 
 
Mr. Duke: In high school we did 
a production of The Crucible and 
I played John Proctor. He 
sacrificed his life to save his 
family and the town, so I’d like to 
say I’d be like him, but I’m 
probably not that heroic.  I’ve 
always wanted to play Mortimer 
in Arsenic and Old Lace, running 
around trying to hide the dead 
bodies, and generally acting like 
a loon, but since Cary Grant 
played him in the film, I might be 
setting the bar too high. So, I’m 
probably closer to someone like 
George Bailey in It’s a Wonderful 
Life. He’s just a regular guy that 
always dreamed of having great 
adventures and being a big hero, 
but realizes almost too late that 
being a regular Joe with a great 
family and good friends, is not so 
bad. I’d be happy to be George 
Bailey.  
 
Nick: What is the most important 
part of acting? 
 
Mr. Duke: I had a really great 
director in college who said 
acting is reacting. The most 
important part of acting is 
listening and reacting to what 
you hear, in high school kids 
don't always listen to what the 
other person is saying, they tend 
to focus on their lines and what 
they have to do, but really good 
actors listen very well. 
 
 
 

Nick: What is the hardest part of 
directing a show? 
 
 
Mr: Duke:  For me it’s trying to 
stay organized. I try to be 
organized but I always fail. Half 
way through the show I realize I 
am not organized and then it 
starts to fall apart, and that’s 
when I’m calling everyone for 
help.  But for me the 
organization is the most 
challenging part. 
 
Nick: If you were stranded on a 
deserted island, which character 
from your past shows would you 
want with you? 
 
Mr. Duke: I would want someone 
funny and entertaining to pass 
the time but, I’d also want 
someone resourceful. I think I’d 
go with the Cat in the Hat from 
Seussical, because he would be a 
clever fellow and he might figure 
out a way to get us off the island! 
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Interview with Mr. Duke 
Conducted by Nick Velasquez, recorded by Alice Smith 
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Peyton: Did you see yourself as a music teacher when you 

were younger? 

A: I saw myself as a teacher, I didn’t know what I was going 

to teach, but I knew I would teach something.  Although when 

I was really, really young I thought I would be a doctor or a 

nurse and then my 6th grade science teacher dissected a cow’s 

eye and I got sick,  (laughter) so I decided to go into 

something where I didn’t have to cut things open! 

Colleen: Who supported you to become a music teacher? 

A: My parents and my teachers.  I had wonderful teachers!  

They were so supportive.  I didn’t think I was going to be able 

to become a teacher because they were so fabulous! 

Peyton: What goes into the process of picking music for your 

ensembles? 

A: That’s a great question and I have a really long answer!  

(to Ms. Crockett: I hope you have a lot of space on your iPad.) 

Peyton: (She deleted like 46 things off of it so you’re all set!) 

(cont’d on pg. 11) 
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An Interview with  
Ms. Starr-Talsmat 

By  
Elsa Berisha 

Ms. Crockett's artistic fervor for 
music is evident in her work both 
with the Salt Brook choirs and with the annual high 
school musical, but her sustained love for all genres of 
music may come as a surprise. From humble beginnings 
sitting on her mother’s lap, listening to her brother play 
guitar and plucking out her first song on the piano, the 
passionate pianist has always been fond of melodic 
beauty. She’s always loved being surrounded by music, 
from Gene Kelly to the Beatles to Beethoven, which is 
why no one was shocked when she embarked on her 
college journey as a music theory undergraduate.  

In her college years she was inspired by her conductor, 
sang in a Capella groups, and played with a jazz combo, 
all of which only served to strengthen her steadfast 
enthusiasm. Since then, her work has been extensive, 
from accompanying choirs in church to acquiring 
hundreds of music scores to teaching middle school and 
elementary school choirs for nine years. 

Her passion isn’t only evident in her career, though. She 
loves integrating music into her everyday life, belting out 
emotional ballads after a bad day and jamming out to 
new music on great days. Her diverse taste in music 
transverses all genres including jazz, pop, classical, rap, 
and EDM. Ms. Crockett finds she can appreciate any 
form of musical art.  

Her latest obsession is with Lake Street Dive, a jazz and 
scat group with a “killer vocalist” who employs her skills 
to add a sense of soul to the band of the moment. She 
also has a fondness for the song Star Songs Faces, 
performed by the elementary school choir.  

(cont’d on pg. 11) 

Pamela Crockett 

SB Vocal Music  Director 

Bruna Silvestre and Rachael 

Mishkind, Interviewers 

On Wednesday, October 18th Salt Brook 

6th grade students Colleen Horan and 

Peyton Pazdera sat down for an 

interview in the Salt Brook courtyard 

with Ms. Flynn, New Providence’s Middle School chorus 

teacher.  After sharing some introductions and laughs they got 

to the questions:  

Colleen: What music classes do you teach in New 

Providence? 

A: I teach a lot of music classes in New Providence! I teach at 

Roberts School - 4th grade general music and choir. At the 

middle school I teach General Music (which is like music with 

Ms. Crockett) and then I teach 7th and 8th grade choir.  I 

also teach voice class with Ms. Kirkland at the high school.  

So I teach a lot of different things.  Singing all day! 

Ms. Flynn Explains it All 
An Interview with Colleen Horan and 
Peyton Pazdera 

A music teacher should embody 
someone who is passionate, creative, 
and well spoken about the arts. 

Jennifer Starr, a music teacher at both elementary 
schools of New Providence, is a perfect example of what a 
music teacher should be like. Starr has been a performer 
all her life, both in dance and music. She was never afraid 
of the stage and enjoyed being a star in the show. 
 
Music came to her at a time she needed it most, from a 
woman she thanks everyday. During Starr’s second year 
of high school in Basking Ridge, she auditioned for an 
honor choir. This was made up of people the students 
chose, however, the students denied Starr a place in the 
choir. The music teacher, Barbara Retzko, usually 
followed the other students opinions, however this time 
she allowed Starr to take part in the choir. Afterwards, 
Starr would have solos in the ensemble, go onto All State 
Choir, All Eastern, and more. Starr continued on the 
musical path into college, learning not only to perfect her 
singing in the music department but also learn how to 
play piano and guitar. Retzko also was able to provide job 
information for Starr. Once Starr graduated college, 
Retzko informed her of the maternity leave at New 
Providence. Ever since, Starr has sought out to be as 
instrumental to her students’ lives as Retzko had. 
 
Starr plays a huge part in the building blocks of a 
student's musical career. Starr always knew that being a 
music teacher for the elementary schools was what she 
wanted to do. Luckily, her group of students age allows 
for them to be motivated to sing and take part in 
everything. She states that she loves seeing the “lightbulb 
go on where you have made a connection with somebody. 
  

(cont’d on pg. 11) 
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Ms. Kirkland: Around seven is 
when I started to explore the 
keyboard. I just started taking 
lessons from there. There was 
always music in my house. 
Formally, I started around seven. 

 

Q: What makes high school chorus 
different than middle school 
chorus? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: We have different 
voices, we have four years of 
students instead of two. The high 
school kids have to become a 
little more independent, so I 
leave a lot up to them. 

 

Q: What do you like to do during 
your free time? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: Hanging out with 
my husband a lot, I’m taking jazz 
piano lessons right now. I like 
movies, I like to visit my family 
in Pennsylvania. I try to go out 
with my friends once and awhile, 
but I work a lot, so it is a lot of 
preparation. 

 

Q: How does the Music Boosters 
affect your program? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: They help us a lot. 
They’ve gotten us a lot of 
equipment, they support us at 
concerts, musicals, and 
sometimes they provide people, 
sometimes they provide money. 
When it comes to the Spring 
Voice Recitals they provide 
refreshments, they make the 
backdrops and help us decorate 
for that. Really they just try to 
support us by providing things 
that we need to be successful 
with our students. 

Q: How long have you taught in 
this school, New Providence High 
School? 

 

Ms. Kirkland:  This is my 
fifteenth year. 

 

Q: Where do your students 
perform? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: We perform at the 
Senior Center, we perform here 
in our concerts, we performed at 

Disney World, and on the other 
music trips that we’ve taken. We 
performed last year at the 
special needs school in Chatham. 
Some students perform on their 
own outside of school. So far, 
some kids have performed at 
theaters in the area, churches 
and lots of different places. 

 

Q: Do you play any other 
instruments other than the piano? 
If so which ones? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: Not really. I took 
guitar for a year in college, but I 
don’t play it any more. My 
husband plays the guitar, so I 
leave that up to him. So no, just 
singing and piano. 

 

Q. At what age did you become 
involved in music? 

 

Q: What inspired you to become 
a music teacher? Did you always 
want a job involving music? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: When I discovered 
music, I couldn’t think of doing 
anything else. It had to be 
something in music. I went into 
singing for a while, but then I 
realized I just really loved 
teaching. 

 

Q: What is your favorite song 
that you have taught to your 
high school choir? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: It’s called Omnia 
Sol. It is a piece that was 
written by a composer named 
Randall Stroope. We started 
singing it at graduation a few 
years ago, and now we sing it 
every year. It holds a very 
special place in my heart 
because it reminds me of all of 
the students that I’ve taught in 
choir over the years. 

 

Q: What is something that makes 
the high school choir unique? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: I think it’s how 
much we try to lift each other 
up. In some schools there’s a lot 
of competition. I know that 
we’re all in this together and we 
really care about each other. 

 

Q: What do you like about having 
new students every year? 

 

Ms. Kirkland: I LOVE having new 
students every year! I love it 
because of the way chorus is you 
have students who have been 
doing it for a long time and then 
you have new students and I love 
how the new students bring in 
new ideas, and the older 
students help them to 
acclimate. And then every year 
it’s just a different feeling and a 
different dynamic. I especially 
love the energy that new 
students bring. 

 

An Interview With Ms. Susan Kirkland 

Gianna Bobrowski and Hayden LaRocque Green - Interviewers  
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Ritika: What inspired you to 
become a music teacher?  

Mr. Rod: I actually did not plan 
on pursuing music education at 
first.  As a kid, I wanted to be a 
rock star and as I got older I 
realized that modern musicians need a backup plan 
in order to maintain and sustain themselves and 
their families; it was one of the best decisions of my 
life. 

Ritika: Who was your favorite music artist 
growing up? 

Mr. Rod: I had a few that I loved and studied - Billy 
Joel, Iron Maiden, Rush and Chopin.  

Ritika: What did you do prior to teaching 
music? 

Mr. Rod: I realized very early in my life that I 
wanted to be a professional musician - in fact, ever 
since freshmen year in high school.  I've had a few 
non-music jobs throughout high school and college.  
I worked with my stepfather in the watchmaking 
business, McDonalds, Pizza Hut, Swatch, Victoria's 
Secret and I worked as a freelance professional 
bassist.  

Ritika: Which hairstyle from your past do you 
regret the most? 

Mr. Rod: The mullet.  

Ritika: Out of all of the songs that you have 
taught your students, which one is your 
favorite? 

Mr. Rod: STAR WARS! 

Ritika: If you could only play one instrument 
for the rest of your life, which would it be? 

Mr. Rod: It would have to be the bass, hands down. 

Ritika: What is your favorite music genre? 

Mr. Rod: This is a complex question for me because I 
am involved with so many different genres of music 
and when I am in the middle of studying, practicing 
and/or performing a particular style of music, it 
becomes my favorite at the moment.   

Good questions Ritika, good luck with your future 
endeavors! 

Interviewing Mr. Rodriguez 

By Ritika Sidartha 

From the Orchestra Pit 

Kristen Briceno, MS and HS 

Strings Director Answers 

Questions from Elementary 

String Students 

Q: Why did you become a music 
teacher? 

Mrs. Briceno: I became a music 
teacher for a couple of reasons.  First, I always had a 
passion for music, even before I began playing an 
instrument.  Music was always an important part of my 
life, from playing the violin and singing to going to 
concerts and listening to as much music as I could.  
Second, my high school orchestra teacher had a major 
influence on me.  I knew that I loved music, but he made 
teaching music look like so much fun!  So my senior year 
I decided that I wanted to major in music, and I am so 
glad that I did! 

Q: Did you play a string instrument as a kid? 

Mrs. Briceno: I began to play the violin in third grade 
because all third graders had to learn the violin in my 
district.  It was not my first choice to continue with the 
violin, but my parents encouraged it and I'm glad that 
they did! 

Q: What is your favorite instrument? 

Mrs, Briceno: I love all string instruments the most, but 
I also love the French horn! 

Q: Did you always want to be a music teacher? 

Mrs. Briceno: No, not until my senior year of high 
school.  I wanted to be a psychologist throughout high 
school until I took the course and did not like it at all. 

Q: Is it easier to be a conductor or a player? 

Mrs. Briceno: Both are very difficult.  I would rather 
play than conduct.  Conducting is difficult because you 
are not making the sound, but have to try to evoke the 
sound that you want your musicians to play through 
your motions. 

Q: How do you choose your music repertoire? 

Mrs. Briceno: I choose repertoire based on the level of 
my musicians, if it is a good arrangement of the piece 
and if it is a well-known composer that the students will 
benefit from playing.  Also, if there is a specific 
technique I want my students to learn, I will choose a 
piece around it.   

Q: What is your favorite kind of music to 
conduct? 

Mrs. Briceno: I love conducting music from the 
Romantic era the best.  

(Editor’s note the Romantic era of music is considered to be from the 
mid– to late-18th century to the mid-19th century)  
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Ms. Starr-Talsmat (cont’d from pg. 8) 

 
Sometimes you don't even realize it is happening and you 
might see someone years later and say ‘Oh remember 
when you did this song? I will never forget that.’” 
 
She also enjoys seeing the progress as the students grow 
older to perform with other music teachers at the 
elementary schools, such as Mr. Hess or Ms. Crockett, 
and point out students who she knew would be taking 
solos and getting leads in the high school musicals. 

Ms. Flynn (cont’d from pg. 8) 
  
A: A lot!  First of all, I have to like the 

music because if I don’t like the music 

there is no way I can convince the 

children to like it.  I can’t fake it!  Then I 

try to find different types of songs.  Songs 

in different languages, songs in different 

keys, songs in different meters, so they 

can learn to sing lots of different kind of 

music. When I meet my kids, I learn if it 

will be great for them.  For example, I 

picked out 3 or 4 songs for girls ensemble 

this year and then I met them, and I 

thought, “No…” This is beautiful but it’s 

for last year’s girls ensemble - they would 

have loved this. I have to find music that 

would fit THIS group’s personalities, so I 

pick a whole mess of music and then I 

meet them and go from there. 

Colleen: What are the challenges of 

picking music for the middle schoolers? 

A: Selling them on all of that music is 

tough. Many times they like to just sing 

the pop music but they often find out that 

pop music doesn’t always transfer well to 

choral singing, and a lot of time, it is 

awkward.  So they find that we do sing 

some pop music for the March Ice Cream 

Social concert, but when I ask them what 

their favorite song was at the end of the 

year sometimes it’s that wild thing we did 

in December that sticks in their head. 

Peyton: How is the music program 

different in the middle school compared to 

the elementary schools? 

A. In the elementary school you come to 

music once a week, with Ms. Crockett you 

have general music and then you have 

chorus once a week.  The big difference is 

scheduling.  In 7th and 8th grade,  You 

come to music every day for 6 weeks, it’s 

called a mod.  Then chorus meets every 

day and it is an elective.  In Salt Brook 

and Roberts 

everyone comes to 

choir but in the 

middle you can 

choose to be in 

chorus. The big 

difference is you get 

to choose to be in the 

music program so 

the kids are all 

excited in the group! 

Colleen: What is 

your favorite kind of 

music? 

A: That’s like picking a favorite child!  I 

really like big band music from the 1920s 

and 1930s, the singer/songwriter stuff 

from the 70s, and Motown! 

Peyton: Do you perform music outside of 

school? 

A: I do!  I sing with a couple of choirs.  

I’m doing a show right now.  I’m 

practicing for that, I have rehearsal 

tonight.  I like to do some solos - I sang a 

solo last week at West Point, the military 

academy. 

Colleen: Do you have any hobbies 

besides music? 

Yes!  I love to travel!  I’ve been to Italy six 

times (which is weird because I’m Irish!).  

Peyton: I’ve always want to go to Italy! 

Flynn: Oh it’s great!  You gotta go!  I also 

love to ballroom dance or swing dance or 

even folk dance.  I love to dance.  I even 

took tap for awhile.  It’s fun and it’s great 

exercise. 

Peyton: How have people donating to 

Music Boosters helped you in your 

classes/ensembles? 

A. That’s a great question because the 

Music Boosters do so much!  Anything we 

need, anything that is extra outside of the 

regular music department budget.  A lot 

of times if we need an extra instrument in 

our classroom the Music Boosters is eager 

to help us out with that!  Also, they have 

brought assemblies in. They even 

sometimes bring in dramatic arts 

assemblies.  One time they brought in a 

Shakespeare group to perform.  They 

brought in a hand drummer with a singer 

that did all of these rhythmic vocal 

syllables.  They also brought in this 

fantastic string quartet that played non-

traditional music and the kids really liked 

that.  The Music Boosters are really great 

about bringing music to our schools that 

you wouldn’t normally see or hear in New 

Providence. 

Colleen: Do you have any advice for 

young singers? 

A: Keep singing!  And practice ear 

training.  I know both Ms. Crockett and I 

love hand signals and solfege.  Piano 

lessons are great if you want to be able to 

sing and accompany yourself.  Never stop 

learning and never stop listening! 

Peyton: Can you please make some of 

your guacamole for Ms. Crockett?! 

A: I didn’t actually make Ms. Crockett 

guacamole but I’ll see if I can line her up 

with some. 

Ms. Crockett  (cont’d from pg. 8) 

 
“The choir really got the song,” she says, describing the 
emotional expression the students sang with. 

 Ms. Crockett's affinity for music began when she 
was a young girl rocking the side ponytail trend of the 
time, and has since grown to encompass an abundance of 
styles and to foster a musical connection with students of 
all ages. Her piano is her home, making her job as a choir 
director all the more enjoyable.  

She’s spent years as a music teacher, and expects there’ll 
be years to come. “I like that it’s different. It never gets 
monotonous. Every year is a different group. Every year 
is a different challenge. Every year is new music, new 
sound.”  

Although she was nervous when she first began, making 
harmonies and hearing the children develop a 
heartwarming sound is rewarding in and of itself. 
Making music is more than just the notes, and bringing 
the sheet music to life and integrating art into children’s 
experiences is what drives her every day. In the words of 
Ms. Crockett herself, “I learn from my kids as much as 
they (hopefully) learn from me.”  
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New Providence Department of 

Music Education and Performing Arts  

Mission Statement 

he mission of the New Providence Music 

Education and Performing Arts Department 

is to create and maintain a learning 

environment that provides the highest 

order of education in all aspects of the 

performing arts supported by the school 

district.  

 

We, as a department, firmly believe in the 

holistic development of each child and affirm 

that arts education is an integral part of each 

child’s education. Performing arts education 

provides a creative, yet structured, outlet for 

students to express themselves and 

encourages cultural and artistic awareness.  

 

Through performing arts education, students 

learn not only basic concepts and techniques of 

performance art forms, but participate in a 

lifelong enrichment activity promoting 

collaboration, problem solving, coordination 

of various levels of higher-level thinking and 

the pursuit and appreciation of beauty. 

 

It is the aim of the Department that EVERY 

student participating in the performing arts 

program will benefit in some way because:   

 

• Performing Arts are FUN and for 

EVERYONE  

• Performing Arts help to mold lifelong 

basic skills  

• Performing Arts encourage and build 

commitment and dedication  

• Performing Arts improve quality of  

 character  

• Performing Arts encourage and develop 

critical thinking skills  

• Cultural awareness and study is critical to 

our existence in an ever-changing global 

community  

• Beauty is critical to society 

Membership: July 1st 2017— 

June 30, 2018 

 
 
Membership Levels:  _____$50-Patron 
_____$25-Booster  _____$100-Benefactor 
_____ $35-Partner   _____$500-Visionary 
 
As a thank you for joining, every member receives 
a complimentary copy of our annual Music Depart-
ment Yearbook.  
 
Please provide address: 
Name:_____________________________________ 
Address:___________________City:____________ 
Phone: ____________________________________ 
Email:_____________________________________ 
Child(ren)’s Name: __________________________ 
 
Select relevant school(s):   ____SB    ____AWR   
____NPMS   ____NPHS  
 
Return this form along with payment can be mailed 
to:  
 NP Music Boosters 
 P.O. Box 454 
 New Providence NJ 0797 
 
If you want to join online, you can click this link to 

join via Community Pass  
 

-or- 
 

Click on this  link to join by PayPal via our website  
npmusicboosters.org 

Becoming a Music Booster supports your 
child’s musical endeavors and helps the NPSD 
Music Department reach its yearly goals 
which benefits all music students in the dis-
trict!  New Providence Music Boosters is a 501
(c) 3 organization; every donation you make is 
tax deductible! 

In addition, many companies offer matching 
donations. Please check with your company to 
see if they offer such a program.  Last year, we 
received $500 in matching donations from 
corporations. Email us for more information 
at: 

newprovmusicboosters@gmail.com 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
https://register.communitypass.net/reg/login.cfm?cuBNCvTClZwtomy3Erh3n%2B7eoB5PXoxk9V2eh8RZkO%2BWj9UZiY3p8g%3D%3D
http://npmusicboosters.org/join/?doing_wp_cron=1511879705.3752140998840332031250
mailto:newprovmusicboosters@gmail.com

